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An award-winning newspaper published weekly for the Minnesota State University Moorhead community
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Acne answers
Skin care center in 
Fargo offers acne 
treatment
FEATURES, PAGE 3
The Advocate is teaming up with
 the MSUM Dragons for Haiti
  program to raise money and
  spread awareness for Haiti relief
 efforts. If you, your business, or
 organization would like to
   donate, please send your
      donations to the Mulitcultural
         Affairs Office in CMU 222,
          PO Box 125, or email your
          pledges to
          advocate@mnstate.edu
For more info on the MSUM Dragons for 
Haiti program, join their Facebook page.
Donations are going toward the Shelter 
Box Organization, a group that sends 
boxes of supplies to displaced or homeless 
people in Haiti.
City council and Metro Area 
Transit (MAT) are consider-
ing permanently rerouting the 
route five city bus, one of two 
buses that come to MSUM. It 
was temporarily rerouted from 
August to mid-November ear-
lier this academic year, due to 
construction on 20th street.
MAT officials decided to 
reroute bus five due to lack of 
MSUM student ridership.
“I don’t know if the solution 
is to not serve MSUM students 
who go from MSUM to south 
Moorhead.
No set plans are in place, 
but MAT is conducting a sur-
vey that is examining existing 
routes and their effectiveness, 
according to Lori Van Beek, 
transit manager for MAT.
The reroute of bus five will 
impact MSUM students and 
faculty, and needs to be care-
fully considered.
“I think any reduction in ser-
vice is a bad thing, but they 
(MAT) have to balance the 
needs of everyone,” Goodman 
said.
“We pay approximately a 
total of $46,000 (to MAT), thats 
per year” said Daniel Kirk, 
vice president for facilities and 
admission. 
“It has increased over 
the years as ridership has 
increased.”
The number of MSUM riders, 
students and faculty, who rode 
route five in 2008 was 5,073, 
Van Beek said. 
In 2009, there were 5,101 
MSUM riders. That is in spite 
of the reroute of route five. 
This reroute made it difficult 
to get from MSUM’s campus 
back to south Moorhead, but 
MSUM’s usage of route five still 
increased.
MAT is conducting a study, 
called the “Moorhead Transit 
Analysis” which is “reviewing 
readership data and analyzing 
existing route alignments to 
identify alternatives, or modi-
fications that could assist and/
or eliminate issues that impact 
reliability of (the bus routes),” 
according to the Metro Cog: 
Public Comment Notice about 
the Moorhead Transit Analysis. 
This notice can be found on all 
MAT buses, as well as www.
matbus.com.
“Route five was originally 
created to serve south of the 
interstate,” Van Beek said. 
It started slowly, so service 
expanded to include MSUM on 
Aug. 22, 2005. 
“(If route five was perma-
nently rerouted) the city is 
looking at a college circulatory 
route, from the transfer point, 
to MSCTC and MSUM,” Van 
Beek said.
MAT is looking for students 
to comment on the Web site, 
www.matbus.com, about the 
Moorhead Transit Operations 
analysis.
“I’ve ridden the bus for two 
or three years, (but) I haven’t 
ridden (the bus) since the 
reroute, just because I’m really 
afraid it’s hard to get home,” 
said Raney Geiszler, central ser-
vices administrative specialist.
Change in consideration for bus route
BY AMBER OLDS
Staff Writer
Michael Parks will be the 
first to admit that safety is 
a huge priority on MSUM’s 
campus. So when a new per-
sonal safety curriculum was 
launched Jan. 14, Parks took 
advantage of the opportunity.
“There’s a variety of pro-
grams nationally that provide 
everything from safety aware-
ness to lockdown training and 
personal safety,” Parks said. 
“We’ve been doing training, 
but it’s another way to present 
the training.”
The curriculum, which is 
put out by MnSCU, includes 
a comprehensive video train-
ing program created by 360° 
Stay Safe, a St. Paul-based 
company. The program helps 
individuals take responsibility 
for their safety and security by 
offering techniques for avoid-
ing and handling dangerous 
situations. 
MSUM has used training 
in the past, but a component 
Parks likes about this new pro-
gram is that it packages all the 
important safety procedures 
into one presentation.
“It allows us to be able to 
work with student groups, 
faculty and staff to provide 
targeted training,” he said.
Parks and the Environment 
Health and Safety Committee 
on campus are working with 
the R.A. staff, administrators, 
faculty, staff, student organiza-
tions and students in positions 
where they deal with safety.




School of Business receives prestigious award
On Jan. 7, it was announced 
that the MSUM School of 
Business earned interna-
tional accreditation from the 
International Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of 
Business.
Founded in 1916, the 
AACSB is an association of 
educational institutions, busi-
nesses and other organiza-
tions devoted to the advance-
ment of higher education in 
management education. It is 
also the premier accrediting 
agency of collegiate business 
schools and accounting pro-
grams worldwide.
“We have been a member 
of this organization for many, 
many years,” said Dean David 
Crockett of the MSUM College 
of Business and Industry. “As 
an undergraduate institution, 
we must meet 17 standards 
(to achieve accreditation). The 
purpose of these standards 
is mission-driven, and the 
purpose of accreditation is to 
attest to meeting our mission 
and providing a high quality 
business education experience 
for our students.”
“When we believed that 
we met these standards, we 
submitted a self-evaluation 
report,” Crockett said. “If that 
report is accepted, then a peer 
review team is appointed to 
visit the campus to verify that 
all of the standards have been 
met, and to verify the rela-
tionships and support that the 
School of Business has within 
the university.”
Marsha Weber, co-chair of 
the MSUM School of Business, 
wrote the report to apply for 
accreditation.
“The report is written to 
demonstrate that we meet the 
standards,” Weber said. “Parts 
of those standards include fac-
ulty qualifications, scholarly 
activity and assessment of stu-
dent learning.”
“A very, very major con-
sideration of accreditation is 
the assurance of high qual-
ity faculty and their teaching, 
research, and service in fulfill-
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the MAt bus stops again at  MSuM after a brief reroute due to construction. permanent reroutes due 
to lack of MSuM ridership are under consideration.
Pass/fail deadline
If you wish to take a class 
for pass/fail or audit, you 
must process paperwork with 
the Records Office no later 
than Jan. 25.
2010-2011 FAFSA
Beginning Jan. 1, you can 
reapply for financial aid for 
the 2010-2011 academic year 
using FAFSA on the Web at 
www.fafsa.gov. 
Your application should be 
completed as soon as possible 
in order to receive maximum 
consideration for all aid pro-
grams (work study, Federal 
SEOG and Perkins Loan). The 
priority date to submit the 
FAFSA is Feb. 15.
Pay It Forward Tour  
STLF Pay It Forward Tours 
are multi-day, multi-city ser-
vice trips for college students. 
Register for a tour today, and 
you will be in store for an 
incredible experience with 
amazing people.
The Pay It Forward Tour is 
nine days of:
•traveling to and serving in 
six cities
•having fun with new 
friends
•learning about social 
issues and communities
•making a difference
•discovering what you are 
passionate about
•pursuing further service 
in local community 
•a spring break to change 
your life
All Pay It Forward Tours 
are open to students from 
any school, and registration 
is first come first serve so reg-
ister today!
The tour begins Mar. 12 at 
9:00 a.m. and ends 7 p.m. on 
Mar. 20. 
February “Of the 
Month” nominations
Calling for “Of the Month” 
nominations for student orga-
nization leader, student orga-
nization advisor and student 
organization.
All nominations for 
February are due by 4:30 p.m. 
on Friday. 
Do you believe that your 
organization is deserving of 
an award for an achievement 
that it has accomplished? 
Know of a student leader 
who has gone beyond what is 
needed? 
Has your student organi-
zation advisor always been 
available for your organiza-
tion in time of need? 
If you answered yes to 
one or more of the questions 
above, a nomination is in 
order!
The Office of Student 
Activities is now accept-
ing nominations for Student 
Organization of the Month, 
Student Organization Leader 
of the Month, and Student 
Organization Advisor of 
the Month. Just go to www.
mnstate.edu/osa to nomi-
nate. Show your appreciation 
for their work and commit-
ment!
Apply for the upper-
class scholarship
To apply students must meet 
all of the following criteria:
1. Currently enrolled MSUM 
students pursuing their first 
undergraduate degree, who 
have completed at least 12 
MSUM credits by the end of 
the fall semester 2009.
2. Minimum cumulative 
GPA of 3.25 or higher by the 
end of fall semester 2009.
3. Must enroll in a minimum 
of 12 credit hours per semester 
at MSUM.
4. Not graduating at the 
end of Spring 2010 or Summer 
2010. This is for the Fall and/or 
Spring semesters of 2010-2011.
5. One recommendation 




along with the application 
form and required essay.
Students who receive a con-
tinuing MSUM scholarship for 
2010-2011 are not eligible to 
apply.
Reserve housing
The room re-contracting pro-
cess will begin on Jan. 25.  Here 
are some important points to 
consider:
Re-contracting will take 
place at the Housing Office in 
Ballard Hall 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Jan. 25 to Feb. 9.
A $250 prepayment and con-
tract are required for each resi-
dent at the time of sign-up. 
Speed up the process by 
completing the contract/appli-
cation and making the required 
$250 prepayment online.
Jan. 25 – Current John 
Neumaier residents claim their 
same apartment.
Jan. 26 – Current John 
Neumaier residents claim a 
different apartment.
Jan. 27 – Students with 60+ 
credits make a selection from 
available apartments.
Jan. 28 – Students with 30+ 








7 p.m.  Wrestling at Upper Iowa
All Day  Swimming & Diving at Stevens Point
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball vs. Winona State
7 p.m.  Wrestling at MSU Mankato
8 p.m.  Men’s Basketball vs. Winona
9 p.m.-1 a.m. Dragons After Dark, CMU
All Day  Indoor Track & Field,
  Moorhead-Cobber Invite
10 a.m.  Indoor Track & Field at U of M
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball vs. Upper Iowa
8 p.m.  Men’s Basketball vs. Upper Iowa
4 p.m.  Pass/Fail Deadline
All Day  Swimming & Diving, Dragon-Cobber  
  Invite at MSUM
5:30 p.m. Indoor Track & Field at Moorhead- 
  Cobber Pentathlon 
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball at Northern State
7 p.m.  Wrestling vs. St. Cloud State
8 p.m.  Men’s  Basketball at Northern State
All day  Swimming & Diving, Dragon-Cobber  
  Invite at MSUM
12 p.m.  Indoor Track and Field at Moorhead- 
  Cobber Open
6 p.m.  Women’s Basketball at University of Mary
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Security update  
Director of Campus Security Michael Parks
Noisy residents
Two MSUM students and 
one NDSU student were con-
suming alcohol and being 
loud on the second floor of 
South Snarr at 12:35 a.m. on 
Jan. 9. Students were referred 
to judicial affairs for alco-
hol consumption and a noise 
violation.
Permit stolen
A residential permit was 
stolen from an unlocked 
vehicle at 12:52 p.m. on Jan. 
13.
iPod missing
An iPod was taken from 
the Wellness Center at 11:30 
a.m. on Jan. 14.
Intoxicated in lab
A non-student was intoxi-
cated in the student comput-
er lab at 12 a.m. on Jan. 15. 
The non-student was tres-
passed from the campus.
No coat, no access
In the alley between King 
Hall and the Center for the 
Arts, a non-student was 
found trying to get into 
King Hall at 3:54 a.m. on 
Jan. 16. The nonstudent was 
extremely intoxicated and 
was not properly dressed for 
cold weather. The Moorhead 
Police Department transport-
ed the non-student to detox.
Elevator defaced
The elevator on the sec-
ond floor of the Science Lab 
was defaced at 2 a.m. on Jan. 
19. A permanent marker was 
used to deface the property. 
Bike stolen
A bike was stolen on 
the north side of Nelson 
at 2:27 p.m. on Jan. 19. 
The lock was cut and esti-





4 p.m. Mondays in 
CMU 110
The Advocate would like to 
invite any interested students 
to its weekly meetings in The 
Advocate office. Pick up an 
application today and apply 
to be a sports writer, staff 
writer, cartoonist or photogra-
pher. Photographers meetings 
are at 4:30 p.m.
Minnesota State University Moorhead
Box 130 Moorhead, MN 56563
Located on the lower floor of Comstock Memorial Union 
Room 110




The Advocate is published weekly during the academic year, 
except during final examination and vacation periods. 
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily 
those of the college administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor and your turn 
submissions. They should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year in 
school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are due by 
5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped 
off at The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 or e-mailed 
to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. The Advocate reserves the 
right to edit letters and refuse publication of letters omitting 
requested information. It does not guarantee the publication 
of any letter. 
“Hello God, it’s Holly.”
The Advocate is prepared for publication by Minnesota 
State University Moorhead students and is printed by Davon 
Press, West Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2009, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented writers, photog-
raphers, columnists and illustrators. Meetings are held at 4 
p.m. every Monday in CMU 110. 
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Feb. 1 – Keep your cur-
rent room.
Feb. 2 – Displaced residents 
select a room.
Feb. 3 – Single room lottery 
drawing held.
Feb. 4 – Single room lottery 
participants select a room.
Feb. 5 – Choose a different 
room.
Feb. 8 – Make changes to 
your room selection.
Feb. 9 – Off-campus student 
room selection.
Completely empty rooms 
are reserved for incoming stu-
dents.
The 2010/2011 Housing and 
Dining contract is for the entire 
academic year; by signing you 
are liable for the terms of the 
contract.
See the “Plan Now to Live 
on Campus Next Year” bro-
chure for more information. 
You will receive the brochure 
in your mailbox or pick one up 
at the Housing Office.  
Contact the Housing and 
Residential Life Office with 
questions at 218.477.2118 or 
reslife@mnstate.edu.
Let’s talk about sex! 
The Advocate has teamed up with Hendrix to answer students’ 
questions about sex. 
Send your questions to advocate@mnstate.edu
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Acne can be a difficult 
situation for any person to 
experience, but with the 
help of The Acne Treatment 
Center anyone can overcome 
this challenge.
Joani Skaare, an MSUM 
graduate with a B.S. in mass 
communications and mar-
keting, has been a licensed 
master esthetician for eight 
years. She is the owner of 
The Acne Treatment Center 
and Elements Skin Clinic 
and Spa in Fargo and Skin 
Rejuvenation and Wellness 
Center in Dickinson.
Skaare has worked in the 
beauty industry for 16 years 
with over 15 different cos-
metic and skin care compa-
nies including Estee Lauder, 
Clinique and Lancome. She 
specializes in acne and anti-
aging treatments and other 
skin care products. She is 
also a corporate trainer for 
Bella Products.
In 2002, Skaare graduated 
from the Skin and Bodywork 
Institute in Grand Forks. She 
was one of the first estheti-
cians in North Dakota and 
received advance training 
at Physicians’ Choice of 
Arizona.
Skaare started The Acne 
Treatment Center in 2002 and 
opened her newest location 
in 2008. This center offers 
clients a more comfortable 
and personal experience 
than other facilities because 
it provides a complete range 
of services in a private loca-
tion.
She established the cen-
ter because there are 50 
million people in the U.S. 
that have acne and she 
can relate to the prob-
lems associated with acne 
because of her own history.
Skaare experienced acne 
throughout her teenage and 
young adult years. 
“I understand the emo-
tional trauma that comes 
with having bad skin and 
can sympathize with what 
the clients are experienc-
ing,” Skaare said.
Services performed at 
The Acne Treatment Center 
include chemical peels, 
microdermabrasion, col-
lagen induction therapy (a 
non-invasive face lifting pro-
cedure), facials, body wraps, 
permanent makeup, medi-
cal-grade skin care, mineral 
makeup and skin care treat-
ments for face, back and 
chest.  
This full range of servic-
es is provided without the 
expensive prices found at 
high-end spas and medical 
offices.
“People come here because 
they have been to the derma-
tologist and have not seen 
the results,” Skaare said.
“I’m offering customized 
programs for people,” Skaare 
said. “I put each person in 
their own program and see 
them every 10 days.”
Her experience with skin 
care has allowed her to 
achieve 95 percent success 
rate at treating her clients’ 
acne.
“Both males and females 
are clients at The Acne 
Treatment Center,” Skaare 
said. “Males usually come 
into the office because they 
are athletes who wear chin 
guards and other sport 
equipment.”
With over 300 clients, the 
age of her clients ranges 
from teenagers to 30-year-
olds. 
“There is no set age 
because anyone can get 
acne,” Skaare said.
The estimated cost is $300 
for three treatments, then 
reduces $50 every month. 
The price is dependant on 
the client’s treatment.
“I can work with students 
and can be flexible with pay-
ments plans,” Skaare said.
After the treatments are 
complete, clients maintain 
their results with medical-
grade skin care products. 
“It is not a 10-step pro-
gram,” Skaare said. “There 
are just four steps because I 
want to keep it simple.”
“I use TréSkinRX, which 
is a medical-grade skin care 
product and aloe-based,” 
Skaare said. “Aloe can pen-
etrate the skin and is very 
healing because it is natu-
rally antibacterial.”
Another product Skaare 
recommends to her clients 
is Youngblood, which is a 
medical-grade line of min-
eral makeup.
“I believe students should 
come to the Acne Treatment 
Center because college stu-
dents are under a large 
amount of stress,” Skaare 
said.
Skaare’s business is offer-
ing free consultations and a 
trial set of skincare products 
for $10.
The Acne Treatment 
Center is located at 4955 
17th Ave. S, Fargo. The cen-
ter is open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 
evenings and weekends by 
appointment.
A Web site for The Acne 
Treatment Center will be 
available in a couple of 
weeks.
Joani Skaare can be 
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Freshman Alyssa Brown applies moisturizer to her face to prevent dry skin cells, which clog pores.
Wood can be reached at 
woodle@mnstate.edu
Acne solved by local business
The Acne Treatment Center provides full skin care services, treatments
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Advocate boardeditorial
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body. 
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and your turn submissions. They should be 
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature, 
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. 
Monday and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  








together to bring 
about change, but 
not always 
Recently, campus organizations have shown how they 
can really band together during times of crisis with an 
outpouring of aid for the Haiti cause. 
Organizations have come together across campus 
toward the common goal of supporting a country that 
needs help. 
But why can’t there be other coordination on campus 
like this?
The Advocate is in need of more student interaction. 
We spend time on our paper and would like students not 
only to read it but also to be purposefully engaged. .
We try to propose questions to the student body and 
post our articles to the Web site, getting few, if any, 
responses or comments.
Students, including The Advocate staff, need to branch 
out to other organizations and clubs that they may not 
be a part of. Now is the time to experience all you can.
With the recent tragedy in Haiti, many student organi-
zations are pulling together to try and help.
Think not only about how an organization can help you 
become better, but how you can make the organization 
better too.
Find something you’re interested in, and make an effort 
to be involved somehow. 
MSUM, just like every other college, is made up of 
students of every size, shape, color and personality, but 
we are still one university.
Sharing this commonality brings us as students, faculty 
and staff that much closer, and gives us that many more 
connections to make a positive impact on campus.
It has been seen around campus that organizations and 
students have collaborated, and it is especially promi-
nent now during the Haiti crisis, but there’s always 
room for more.
Have a question for Student Senate? 
Interested about issues on campus but don’t know who to ask? Submit your questions to 
Student Senate and see if they can answer them for you.
e-mail your questions to advocate@mnstate.edu for a response from Student Senate
TRDS
What does Student Senate even do? I feel 
like I hear this question a lot. And if it’s 
not plain ignorance, it’s people complain-
ing about how their decisions are bad, or 
how they don’t do anything. These opinions 
are usually based on misinformation, or no 
information at all. Maybe you’re just one of 
the people who wonders in the back of your 
head what the organization that only seems 
to pop up once a year to run elections does.
The truth is, most students don’t really 
care enough to be aware of, or become 
involved with Student Senate or even ask 
what it does.  In fact, in the most recent 
election for senate seats, two of the positions 
were elected with a single vote, and the per-
son with the most won by 67. In the race for 
senate president, effectively one of the most 
important student leaders on campus, only 
632 people voted. 
Realistically, these numbers aren’t far off 
from what can be expected of participation 
on a college campus and these numbers are 
also similar to ones from previous years. 
But is it really unreasonable to ask for 
some more student participation? Of course, 
being a member of senate myself, I’m some-
what biased, but it would be my opinion 
nonetheless that the people being elected to 
represent the whole of the student popula-
tion are at least voted in by a more than 0.8 
percent vote?
If you have a problem with a decision 
they’ve made that maybe you’ve heard about, 
why not stop by a meeting on Thursday, or 
the senate office itself? If you’re upset with 
the form of government that’s supposed 
to be representing you, why not join and 
change it to the way you think it should be? 
No form of government can be changed by 
wild speculation and ignorance. And if you 
don’t know what senate does, come by and 
ask. 
In addition, I’m sure there are quite a 
few problems that with students have go 
ignored, because they don’t know who to 
turn to. Senate is supposed to be around to 
give voice to people who have problems and 
concerns, and need someone to be the voice 
for them. 
Even in this very publication the disinter-
est of the body is shown. For several weeks 
now, a running box asking for questions for 
Student Senate has appeared, however, none 
have come in. If students are complaining 
about our student government, or don’t 
know what it really does, why can’t they 
ask? That’s my question.
Student Senate? 
Think you know about SS?
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Last year, signs started appearing in Kise asking that the 
students please put their trash in the trash cans and dishes 
in the dishwasher. Now, there is absolutely no reason this is 
not a good idea. It doesn’t take much time at all to simply 
take your napkin off your plate and put into the trash before 
dumping it all on the conveyor belt going back to the dish-
washers. In the end it does everyone a favor.
Despite this, there are those people who simply don’t 
care. There was a scene I witnessed eating there one day 
last spring. When I went to throw my trash away there was 
a group of young men already unloading their utensils and 
one of them left a wad of trash on his plate. His friends 
mockingly quoted the signs and he replied gruffly “I don’t 
give a “****” and sauntered off to be brutal and eat nails or 
something.
The point is that there is no point in that. There are living, 
breathing Kise staff members working to give you unlim-
ited hamburgers for under $10 every day, whether they are 
at a service station, out cleaning the eating area or washing 
dishes in the back. Unlike many students, they have a job 
and they actually work. It may not always be a pleasant job 
so making it even more unpleasant is unfair.—not only the 
trash left on plates, which becomes soggy napkins and food 
in the back, but also the mess that is made at many tables 
during the day. How do you get ice cream on the bottom 
of the dish, on your spoon handle, on your hands and face, 
and all over the chair? We’re at an age where there is no 
excuse, just embarrassment.
On Jan. 12, Haiti was 
devastated by a 7.0m earth-
quake, killing an estimated 
200,000 people and leaving 
millions homeless. Elisabeth 
Byrs of the U.N. declared 
that it was the worst disaster 
the U.N. has been confront-
ed with. Immediately after 
the earthquake, President 
Obama sent out a public 
address telling the people 
of Haiti, “You will not be 
forsaken; you will not be 
forgotten.” 
The disaster spurred a 
revamped tactic for donating 
to rescue and relief efforts 
for the nation; cell phone 
users can text a donation, 
which will add either a $5 
or $10 donation to the user’s 
monthly bill. Cell phone car-
riers such as Verizon, Sprint 
and T-Mobile all promise 100 
percent of the charge will go 
to the relief funds, and will 
even waive the text fee if 
users do not have unlimited 
texting plans. AT&T howev-
er, will not. Despite backing 
the move, AT&T will con-
tinue to charge the 20 cents 
per text. 
It is interesting to see the 
campaign wars between 
both Verizon and AT&T play 
on who is the better com-
pany. Verizon has more cov-
erage and more reliability it 
seems, while AT&T seems 
to have better speed and the 
ability to multi-task. But in a 
humanitarian move, Verizon 
was the first company to 
announce that they 
will waive fees for 
the donation effort, 
as AT&T continues 
to sit on their hands 
and profit off  human 
loss.
Whoever the bet-
ter network is, it is clear that 
Verizon, at the very least, 
has the morals and decency 
to understand that the peo-
ple are more important than 
profit. That alone makes all 
the difference in a war for 
money.
If you wish to donate to 
the Red Cross Haiti Relief 
Fund, text HAITI to 90999 
to make a $10 donation, and 
know that you too can make 
a difference.
Care, please
Haiti aid shows true colors
Jake Gysland
Columnist



































This column is an attempt 
to further an exchange from 
last semester, thus far con-
sisting of a letter to the edi-
tor in the last issue of the 
semester and a column of 
mine from the week before, 
to which the letter was 
responding.
As a disclaimer, and 
though I am generally dis-
enchanted with classical 
rhetoric, I wish to establish 
my ethos, here, lest I be cast 
as some peevish athiest who 
found a soapbox. To that 
end, I will say, simply, that I 
am not attempting to decon-
struct belief in God, or to dis-
parage Christianity-at-large, 
but rather to point out the 
erroneous nature of biblical 
literalism, and in particu-
lar, here, the aforementioned 
letter to the editor.
In my last column, it was 
my contention that taking the 
Bible literally, passage and 
verse, was irrational. That 
to do this was to “waste the 
gift of reason that sets man 
apart from beast” (as many 
of the scholastic philoso-
phers, synthesizers of rea-
son and doctrine, that are so 






said that I 
was call-
ing biblical 
literalists animals. This is 
patently false. Whether this 
was an honest mistake or 
an underhanded attempt to 
change my meaning, this is 
not what I said. On the con-
trary, humans, whether or 
not they exercise it, have 
the capacity to reason, and 
it is this capacity—this gift 
of reason—that sets them 
apart, not the exercise there-
of. Mr. Holmquist has cau-
tioned me to be careful how 
I word things, and I would 
assure him, and all of this 
fine publication’s reader-
ship, that I am.
 Mr. Holmquist also men-
tioned that if we accept 
the Bible as being true and 
entirely literal, then there 
will be no cause for concern 
when considering its diffuse 
origins and selective con-
struction, as God could clear-
ly have dictated exactly what 
he wanted written. Barring 
any internal inconsistencies 
or contradictions in the good 
book (as Mr. Holmquist’s 
faith has whethered all of 
them, by his own account) 
or in concepts of God that 
follow from it, we must first 
answer how we arrive at 
taking it literally. 
I wonder, if I were to write 
a book that purported to 
answer some questions that 
science cannot (or at least 
not in a widely accessible 
fashion), and provided some 
codification of morality, but 
its veracity was entirely self-
referential, would you take 
it seriously? Clearly, there 
is a problem here: to have a 
book that is its own and sole 
credential be taken seriously 
(and indeed literally) seems, 
well, irrational.
Response: on Biblical literalism 
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For many months now, the 
Oscar race has been in full 
stride, with award shows 
across the nation delivering 
verdicts on the best films of 
the year.  
From Austin to New York, 
to even Las Vegas, critics 
everywhere are putting up 
their votes on their favorite 
performances, scripts and 
films of the year and several 
trends have emerged.
Leading the way in the 
critic’s awards is “The Hurt 
Locker,” the intense Iraq War 
drama from director Kathryn 
Bigelow. While not a big hit 
at the box office, “The Hurt 
Locker” has been crowned 
across the nation as the best 
film of the year.  It won Best 
Film at the Gotham Film 
Awards and the National 
Society of Film Critics 
Awards, and won or has been 
nominated for Best Film and 
Director at dozens of other 
award ceremonies.  
Another strong contender 
is “Up in the Air,” the third 
film by the impressive young 
The Road to the Oscars: Up in the Avatar Locker 
BY CONOR HOLT
Staff Writer
director Jason Reitman, who 
directed the hit film “Juno” 
in 2007.  With several wins 
for Best Film, timely subject 
of firing workers in a reces-
sion, it is a major contender. 
Its impressive cast, includ-
ing George Clooney, Vera 
Farmiga and Anna Kendrick, 
is also meeting resounding 
acclaim.
However the current film 
to beat  is “Avatar,” James 
Cameron’s long-awaited 
sci-fi epic about the strug-
gle between the alien spe-
cies of the Na’vi defending 
itself from human invaders 
on the planet Pandora.  While 
lacking many critic’s awards, 
the film’s current $1.4 billion 
gross is an incredible achieve-
ment, and will not be taken 
lightly this Oscar season. The 
Academy has a long history 
of celebrating epics, all the 
way back to “Gone With The 
Wind” (and even earlier), so 
Avatar also has that on its 
side.
One of the major indica-
tors of the current award pre-
dictions was last Sunday’s 
Golden Globe Awards.  All 
Holt can be reached 
at holtco@mnstate.edu
three  films were nominat-
ed for Best Dramatic Film, 
along with other contend-
ers “Inglourious Basterds” 
and “Precious,” as well as 
Best Director, along with 
“Inglourious Basterds” again 
and “Invictus.”  While it led 
the way with six nomina-
tions, the most of any film at 
the Globes, “Up in the Air” 
only won for Best Screenplay. 
“The Hurt Locker,” despite 
major critical acclaim, came 
away with nothing.  It was 
“Avatar,” Cameron’s big-
budget epic that secured the 
awards for Best Dramatic 
Picture and Best Director. 
This is definitely a strong 
indicator of the film’s definite 
lead in the Oscar race.  
Other races were also re-
defined by the Globe winners. 
Meryl Streep and Sandra 
Bullock remain the two major 
competitors for Best Actress, 
after their separate wins in 
Comedy and Drama.  Jeff 
Bridges is all but set to win 
Best Actor after his win at 
the Globes for his role in the 
Independent film “Crazy 
Heart.” Christoph Waltz 
(“Inglourious Basterds”) 
and Mo’nique (“Precious”) 
are also sure-fire contenders 
for Best winning Supporting 
Actor and Actress.  
The chances of these films, 
and many others, are of 
course still viable to change. 
The Oscar nominations will 
be announced on Feb. 2, and 
will suggest which films are 
the favorites, based on the 
number of nominations. 
Another major factor 
this year is the expanded 
Best Picture category at the 
Oscars, where 10 films will 
now be nominated.  “Up in 
the Air,” “The Hurt Locker,” 
“Avatar,” “Precious,” 
“Inglourious Basterds” and 
“Invictus” all seem to be sure 
bets, but the remaining four 
spots are seemingly up for 
grabs.  Perhaps indie favor-
ites “An Education” or “The 
Messenger” will get nomina-
tions, or maybe more main-
stream films like “Star Trek” 
or “District 9.”  Pixar’s “UP,” 
which won Best animated film 
at the Golden Globes, may 
also be a possibility for a Best 
Picture nod, which would 
make it the first animated film 
to do so since 1991’s “Beauty 
and the Beast.”  All this will 
be resolved on Feb. 2nd.
The Oscars will be broad-
cast on March 7.  Predicted 
Best Picture contender 
“Avatar” can be found at 
Century 10 Theater in Fargo. 
Disney’s “The Princess and 
the Frog,” a sure nominee for 
Best Animated Feature, is also 
still in theaters at the Century 
10 Theater.  Sandra Bullock’s 
“The Blind Side” (for which 
she is a contender for Best 
Actress) can be found at the 
West Acres Cinema in Fargo, 
along with the rugby drama 
“Invictus.”
On DVD, you can rent 
Best Picture contender “The 
Hurt Locker,” as well as 
“Inglourious Basterds” and 
“UP.”  “Up in the Air” is 
unfortunately out of theaters, 
but be sure to check it out 
once it gets to DVD, along 
with the film “Precious.”
And remember to check 
out the Academy Awards on 
March 7.
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If you have some extra time 
on your hands this semester, 
pick up “The Woods” by Harlan 
Coben. The novel is a promis-
ing thriller that keeps you on 
your toes, making it hard to put 
down. What makes this novel 
so great is the anticipation of 
what will happen next. 
Paul Copeland is the county 
prosecutor of Essex, N.J. For the 
last 20 years he has been trying 
to accept his sister’s death, along 
with the deaths of three others 
that were murdered at summer 
camp. Just when Copeland is 
ready to let his sister go, things 
start to change. 
Copeland, or Cope, is raising 
his 6-year-old daughter after 
his wife died of cancer, helping 
keep his mind off past traumas, 
including his father’s recent 
death. But it doesn’t last for 
long, after he is confronted by 
two county sheriffs asking him 
to identify a body. This body 
isn’t just any. Cope claims it is 
one of the boys that was mur-
dered in the woods at summer 
camp, only the body  was aged 
20 years. 
With this in mind, Cope 
wonders if his little sister could 
BY ANNA GEORGE
A&E Editor
“The Woods” is 
worth your time
George can be reached 
at georgean@mnstate.edu
As 2009 wrapped up, so did 
the year in music, making and 
breaking some records to help 
us remember what a year it 
was.
•Britney Spears made her 
comeback, rocketing her sin-
gle “Womanizer” from 96 to 
1 on the Billboard’s Hot 100, 
but this was soon defeated 
by Kelly Clarkson’s single, 
“My Life Would Suck Without 
You,” making the jump from 
97 to 1 the following week.
•Taylor Swift sold the 
most albums in 2009 with her 
release, “Fearless.”
•U2 had the highest-selling 
tour of 2009.
•Black Eyed Peas had the 
No. 1 song of the year with 
“Boom Boom Pow.” Lady 
Gaga came in second and 
third with her songs “Poker 
Face” and “Just Dance.”
•Lady Gaga also made the 
record books, with her five 
consecutive No. 1 singles from 
her first album.
A quick look at the current 
charts, Ke$ha has the No. 1 
song on the charts with “Tik 
Tok” and Susan Boyle has the 
No. 1 album with “I Dreamed 
a Dream.”





be alive.   
When Cope decides to get 
to the bottom of it, the past 
becomes the present. He has to 
confront what was left behind 
like his first love, Lucy, and his 
mother who abandoned him 
and his father. Secrets come to 
surface about his family’s past 
along with other secrets that 
should have stayed buried.      
“The Woods” will keep you 
tied to your chair and the tan-
gles of past and present make 
an adventurous page-turning 
novel.  
PHOTO suBmITTEd
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After a disappointing week-
end, the Dragons wrestling 
team hopes to work harder in 
the practice room and improve 
their technique in preparation 
for three upcoming duals with 
nationally ranked teams.
The Dragons travel to take 
on 11th ranked Upper Iowa 
today at 7 p.m. Tomorrow 
they wrestle 12th ranked MSU 
Mankato. The team returns 
home next week to take on 9th 
ranked St. Cloud State. 
Head coach Kris Nelson 
said that the upcoming duals 
against national-level teams 
will be difficult ones to win.
“Our next three matches 
are going to be pretty tough,” 
Nelson said. “I know we are 
facing some tough competi-
tion. I told the team that if we 
get beat, I’m not going to be 
disappointed in them as long 
as they are working hard in 
the practice room and giving it 
100 percent, and I’ve been dis-
appointed so far this season.”
Nelson said that the team’s 
wrestling performance at last 
weekend’s duals was not up 
to scratch. The team lost both 
duals bringing their overall 
record to 3-6 and 1-1 in the 
NSIC.
“This past weekend, I 
thought coming into it that 
they were two duals we could 
definitely get wins at,” he said. 
“I don’t think we overlooked 
them. I knew they were going 
to be very competitive and 
hard to beat, but we just didn’t 
show up as a team whatso-
ever.”
Thursday’s dual against 
Dickinson State ended in a 9-
28 loss that Nelson attributes 
to less-than-great wrestling 
on the Dragons’ part and an 
impressive opponent.
“Dickinson really surprised 
me,” he said. “They were a 
lot better than I thought they 
might be. They came out, and 
were much more aggressive 
than we were.”
A high point for the week-
end was junior, 133-pounder 
Evan Forde winning both of 
his matches.
“Evan just keeps winning 
and working hard for us,” 
Nelson said. “One of the rea-
sons I think Evan keeps win-
ning is that he’s been putting 
in the extra time in the prac-
tice room and watching vid-
eos, breaking down what he’s 
doing wrong and what he’s 
doing right. He’s just been 
doing everything we ask of 
him, and I can’t say the same 
of the other guys.”
Sophomore, 149-pounder 
Tyler Steinwand also won 
his match against Dickinson. 
Nelson said he’s been wres-
tling aggressively, which is 
something he likes to see.
Nelson said that the team’s 
youth may have played a 
role in the losses. At the 165-
pound, 174-pound and 184-
pound weight slots the team 
is really young.
“We have three true fresh-
men in a row and that’s a 
little tough,” Nelson said. “It’s 
good to have young guys in 
the line-up though, because 
they get experience. I think 
all three of those guys can 
make some noise at the state 
tournament. They are all great 
wrestlers; they just need to 
get used to college wrestling 
and get more comfortable and 
aggressive.” 
The team hopes to con-
tinue to work hard during 
practices and give it 100 per-
cent during their duals, but 
Nelson said that fan support 
would be appreciated in the 
four upcoming home duals. 
The team wrestles St. Cloud 
State Jan. 29, Concordia Feb. 
3, Southwest Minnesota State 
Feb. 5, and Augustana Feb. 











Stulken can be reached 
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
Wrestling team lacks aggression
Dragons to face nationally ranked opponents after a two-loss streak
ChrIS FrANz  /  ThE AdvoCATE
Corey Ulmer and Evan Forde practice drills during an early december practice. The dragons have had a rough start going 3-6 overall.
The Dragon men’s basketball 
team ended a three game los-
ing streak Saturday defeating 
Minnesota Crookston 84-76. 
While the team ultimately 
won the game, they had prob-
lems getting started. Crookston 
started the game with five 
unanswered points. After this, 
the game seemed pretty one-
sided as the Dragons contin-
ued to fall throughout the first 
half. At one point the Golden 
Eagles were up by 19. The 
Dragons were able to cut the 
lead to 10 in the last three 
minutes of the half, but they 
still had a ways to go to get 
the win.
The second half was better 
for the Dragons as they went 
on to take the lead for good 
with 2:27 remaining in play. 
With the win, the Dragons 
rose to 6-10 overall and 3-6 in 
the NSIC.
“I don’t know what hap-
pened the first 15 minutes or 
what changed in the second 
half,” head coach Stu Engen 
said. 
The team had been having 
problems earlier in the sea-
son, and with a losing record 
at this point, they hope to 
change their attitudes.
“I think there are signs that 
this is a competent team,” 
Engen said. “We are just lack-
ing something.”
The team’s defense has been 
one area that Engen said the 
team has struggled with this 
season.
“Over break we worked on 
defensive chemistry,” Engen 
said. “We have had some 
problems shooting the post, 
but that’s been improving. As 
a whole team chemistry needs 
to improve; screens could be 
better.”
A high point of the team 
this weekend was the perfor-
mance of sophomore Andrew 
VanHavermaet, who shot for 
a career high of 30 points and 
was named NSIC player of the 
week. 
Also potentially contribut-
ing to the team’s win was that 
it was a single game weekend 
for the Dragons, so they were 
able to have a shorter rotation 
and give more energy to the 
game. 
The team hopes to con-
tinue to win, as they remain 
at home to take on Winnona 
State Friday and Upper Iowa 
Saturday. Both games take 
place at 8 p.m. at Nemzek.
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Sophomore Jake driscoll makes a drive during Saturday’s 86-74 comeback victory against Crookston.  driscoll ended the game with 19 total points and four assists.
Men’s BasketBall




Men win in comeback victory
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MSUM graduate and pro-
fessional artist Jescia Hoffman, 
was recently accepted by 
the North Dakota Council of 
the Arts to be an Artist in 
Residence in North Dakota. 
She will be teaching a spe-
cial course at Mandan High 
School for her first experience 
in education. 
“I’m just really happy,” 
Hoffman said.  She’s especially 
happy for the chance to work 
at her former high school. 
“It’s really a great opportunity 
for the school to present them-
selves in the arts.”
Hoffman has always been 
interested in art, and after a 
good experience with art in 
her high school art class, she 
graduated from MSUM with a 
B.A. in visual arts, and began a 
career as a professional artist. 
Her work is centered around 
painting and printmaking. 
She will be teaching both to 
students at MHS.
This teaching engagement 
was made possible because 
of the friendship between 
Hoffman and Mandan Art 
Teacher, Susan Boyce.  After 
graduating from MHS, 
Hoffman kept in touch with 
Boyce.  Once she began her 
artistic career after MSUM, 
they both hit on the idea of 
Hoffman going back to MHS 
to do a special teaching course 
to promote the arts.  Boyce 
had heard about other schools 
doing the same, so she and 
Hoffman drafted a teaching 
plan to propose for MHS.
In North Dakota this kind of 
teaching engagement requries 
an application. It involves sub-
mitting a resume, samples of 
artistic work and a proposed 
teaching plan to a panel of the 
North Dakota Council of the 
Arts to evaluate potential as 
an art instructor.  
Hoffman and Boyce worked 
on the plan last summer, and 
sent it in to the Council to be 
evaluated by a panel review. 
Linda Ehreth, the arts in edu-
cation director, explained that 
Hoffman displayed a great 
variety and quality of artwork, 
a strong advocacy for the arts 
in school and a well thought 
out teaching plan.
By joining the Artist in 
Residence roster, Hoffman 
and MHS are able to secure a 
grant from the North Dakota 
Council of the Arts to pay 
for half of Hoffman’s teaching 
seminar; the school will pay 
for the remaining half.
Hoffman will be teach-
ing a beginner class and an 
advanced class and will work 
with the students on portrai-
tures and experimental water-
colors.  She will also be work-
ing with the art club, doing 
printmaking demonstrations 
in the community.  
Hoffman can’t wait to get 
started.  “I’m hoping to inspire 
students to appreciate art,” 
she said.
Boyce is also very excited 
about Hoffman’s upcom-
ing teaching session at MHS. 
“Jescia is a very gifted artist,” 
she said.  “She’s a role model 
to students seeking a career in 
the arts.”
Now that Hoffman is an 
Artist in Residence in North 
Dakota, other schools can con-
tact her about teaching at their 
schools as well.  Hoffman, 
along with the other 30 or so 
Artists in Residence, is listed 
on the North Dakota Council 
on the Arts Web site, under 
the Artist in Residence roster 
tab.
Local artist recently honored
BY CONOR HOLT
Staff Writer
Holt can be reached at 
holtco@mnstate.edu
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Climate change is a hot 
issue in the world today, and 
students have the opportunity 
to learn more about the global 
issue.
At noon today in CMU 227, 
Denny Jacobs and Tim Decker, 
from the Corrick Center, and 
Brian Smith, from the School 
for Teaching and Learning, 
will lead the discussion about 
Thomas Friedman’s provoca-
tive look at American society.
Friedman’s “Hot, Flat, and 
Crowded: Why We Need a 
Green Revolution and How 
It Can Renew America,” is a 
novel that asserts that 
artificially triggered cli-
mate change is a deadly 
threat to society.   
Rising global popula-
tion, accompanied by 
rising rates of resource 
and energy consump-
tion as the developing 
world grows affluent, 
may overwhelm both the 
Earth and the market-
place. Only fundamental 
change in energy produc-
tion and use—”a whole 
new system for powering 
our economy”—can stave 
off disaster. 
If interested, the book 
can be found on Amazon.
com.
Professors lead book discussion 
Advocate Staff Reports
To make a 
donation to the 
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The Women in Action con-
ference will give the com-
munity a chance to openly 
discuss women’s issues. 
The conference will have 
open forums and a speaker 
on from 3-8 p.m. on Jan. 29 
in CMU.
Open to students, faculty 
and community members of 
both genders, the conference 
requires registration which 
ends today. The conference 
registration is $10 for grad-
uate students, faculty and 
community members, but 
free for undergraduates. 
“Empowerment (of 
women) is the main theme,” 
senior Danielle Rastedt 
said. The students who are 
producing the conference 
had a difficult time choos-
ing a theme to encompass 
all the topics they wanted 
to cover. 
The conference schedule 
will be divided between 
panels and workshops, the 
key note speaker and din-
ner. From 3-5:30 p.m. there 
will be two sessions of pan-
els and workshops. The 
open panels and workshops 
will allow the attendees to 
voice their opinions. The 
workshops will focus on 
Webster (men and women’s 
use of language) and well-
ness. The titles of the panels 
include “Uterus,” “Woman’s 
strength,” “Solidarity” and 
“Queers.” 
At both sessions, all the 
panels will be presented. 
The first session will also 
present the Webster work-
shop, and the second ses-
sion will have the wellness 
workshop. The different 
sessions will also allow the 
audience to interact with 
the panelists.
The panels are designed 
so the audience can ask 
questions, said Brittany 
Halberstadt, a junior at 
Concordia.
After dinner Ebony 
Anderson will speak.  An 
adopted child who moved 
around the Midwest, 
Anderson will address her 
own personal struggle with 
addiction, racism and lack 
of self esteem. 
“She will give a person-
al account of her life and 
how she has reclaimed it,” 
Halberstadt said.
Motivating and real, 
Anderson’s efforts to over-
come her struggles will give 
the audience a first-hand 
experience of how to take 
back one’s life.  
Encouraging participants 
to exchange ideas and raise 
awareness of women’s 
issues, the conference allows 
people to come together and 
share their thoughts. 
Conference highlights women’s issues
As voters scan their bal-
lots in the voting booth, 
many wonder who the peo-
ple on the ballot are and 
how their names get there. 
The answers lie in part with 
the voters that participate 
in a precinct caucus.
“Don’t wait for two can-
didates on election day,” 
said MSUM senior Jake 
Gysland. “Do your caucus 
and you can choose from a 
whole roster of them that fit 
your interests.” 
Gysland organized a cau-
cus training event to be held 
at 5 p.m. on Jan. 26 and 27 
in CMU 203. The Minnesota 
State University Students 
Association is sponsoring 
the event.
“We’ll explain what cau-
cuses are and how they 
work,” Gysland said. “We’ll 
explain the different par-
ties’ platforms and how to 
pick a party.” 
Gysland, a philosophy 
major and student sena-
tor, works with MSUSA to 
facilitate student engage-
ment in the political pro-
cess. He sees these train-
ings as opportunities for 
students to get familiarized 
and involved in politics at 
the grassroots level. 
There will also be a pre-
senter from the League 
of Women Voters, which 
is a nonpartisan political 
organization that works 
“to improve our systems 
of government and impact 
public policies through citi-
zen education and advo-
cacy,” according to its Web 
site. 
“This is your chance to 
make a difference,” Gysland 
said. “Go in and affect the 
change you want to see.” 
You have to vote for things 
to happen, but the real 
change you can affect is at 
this level.” 
“The caucus is a discus-
sion among party activists 
about the party’s candidates 
and positions,” said MSUM 
political science professor 
Philip R. Baumann. 
“Students are going to 
find themselves welcomed 
very warmly into the cau-
cus. Political parties want 
people to participate. They 
want people to feel positive 
toward the party.”
Baumann said the biggest 
issue students are likely to 
face is residence. He sug-
gests getting registered to 
vote before attending a cau-
cus.
In order to attend a cau-
cus students must be reg-
istered voters or eligible 
to be registered voters in 
their precinct on election 
day. Students are eligible to 
vote in either their home or 
campus residence. 
Each major party holds 
a caucus, so students must 
choose which party’s cau-
cus to attend. Baumann 
suggests visiting the can-
didates’ Web sites to find 
their positions on issues, 
and also to be prepared 
to bring issues that aren’t 
being addressed by candi-
dates. 
“Participation is costly 
and people aren’t persuaded 
it’s worthwhile,” Baumann 
said. “But at a caucus your 
voice gets combined with 
a lot of other people’s and 
that’s what will make a dif-
ference.” 
The Minnesota precinct 
caucuses will be held at 7 
p.m. on Feb. 2. For more 
information about precinct 
caucuses visit the Minnesota 
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When: Friday, Jan. 
29, 3-8 p.m.
I think this is just a strong 
endorsement to the quality 
of our faculty and their level 
of professionalism,” Crockett 
said.
Only 579 business schools 
in the world are accredited 
by the AACSB. That is less 
than 25 percent in the U.S. 
and 5 percent worldwide. 
The accreditation is an honor 
for the MSUM business pro-
gram  as a whole, including 
both the students and the 
faculty.
“Our graduates will want to 
put on their resumes that their 
degree is from an AACSB- 
accredited program,” 
Crockett said. “It says to the 
world that a graduate has 
earned a degree from a high- 
quality program.”
“We’ve worked really 
hard to get here,”Weber 
said. “Now we can continue 
to move forward and keep 
improving.”
Weber explained that the 
accreditation lasts five years, 
during which the college 
must submit annual reports. 
After the five years expire, 
the school can apply for reac-
creditation.
The MSUM College of 
Business and Industry rec-
ognizes that this accredita-
tion could not have been 
achieved without the gen-
erosity of alumni who have 
helped with financially fund-
ing a considerable amount of 
the necessary costs.
BuSiNeSS, fRONT PAGe
Haley can be reached at
haleych@mnstate.edu
Nico, the biosciences depart-
ment iguana, has passed 
away. 
He was acquired in the 
spring of 2001 at the age of 
about 5 years old when he was 
donated to the university by 
a member of the community 
who could no longer care for a 
quickly growing lizard.  
He suffered from a mild 
case of metabolic bone disease 
when first acquired, but he 
was nursed back to health by 
some student workers. 
He was about 14 years 
old when he passed, which 
is quite old for an iguana. 
He suffered from no obvious 
health issues and died peace-
fully in his sleep.
Science Lab loses dear friend
Advocate Staff Reports
PHOTO SuBmiTTed
Nico, the iguana, lived on the first floor of the Science Lab build-
ing. He was about 14 years old when he died. Nico was donated to 
mSum in 2001 at the age of 5.
Thursday, Jan. 21, 2010Back Page
Large efficiency, heat & water pd, laundry, plug-ins, $335, 
open now or Feb 1, 701-238-0081
Large 4 bedroom duplex, ½ block from MSUM, laundry, 
heat & water pd, open now or Feb. 1, $975, 701-238-0081
WANTED: PT Secretary needed for office in private 
home. Duties include secretarial & transportation for 
disabled man. 1-2 days/wk 5-10pm, plus 1 or 2 weekends. 
701-237-3959
Wanted: Someone to tutor older gentlemen to do some 
simple things on computer, from picture storage to retriev-
al. $9/hr 218-287-1574
ATTN College Girls: Pay your way through college with 
this great job in a private home! Room & board + $200/mo 
for helping disabled man. Additional hours available. 701-
237-3959
Ultimate Image – Model & Talent Management seeking 
fresh faces Local model/talent Management Company is 
currently seeking male/female models to fill new client 
bookings.  Our clients include bookings for local and 
nationwide companies.  Current positions available include 
women’s sizes (5’7” taller/size 14+), men (5’9” and taller), 
actors and especially all sizes and heights with ethnic 
diversity.  Please complete application online at www.
ultimatemodelmanagement.com.
FREE Pregnancy confirmation and counseling www.
firstchoiceclinic.com or 701.237.6530
Textbooks bought and sold, new & used, online buy-
backs. Buy, sell, rent at cheapbooks.com (260) 399-6111, 
espanol (212) 380-1763, urdu/hindi/punjabi (713) 429-4981, 
see site for other support lines
To place an ad in the classifieds
email us at advocate@mnstate.edu
C L A S S I F I E D S
FOR RENT
S E RV I C E S






















801 38th St. South • Fargo
www.paradiso.com PAR3029
Hiring Immediately!
P/T Telesales 18–33 hrs/week
VARIOUS HRS Between 4pm–9pm M–F
SAT. 9am–5:30pm
Apply in person or online2829 S University Dr, Fargo(NW corner of  American Family 
Insurance Building) www.pcifargo.com
Thank you college students!
FREE RENT
E M P L O Y M E N T 
O P P O RT U N I T I E SThere are various features 
of the safety curriculum, and 
each school decides their spe-
cific areas of focus. After the 
lockdown incident that took 
place in October, training for 
this sort of emergency became 
a priority. 
The R.A.s are a target group 
Parks has been working with 
for emergency preparedness, 
and lockdown training has 
already been made available 
for them, but the safety cur-
riculum will offer a broader 
view on the subject.
Just like lockdown train-
ing, this curriculum provides 
opportunities for education in 
safety. 
“It’s not only taking owner-
ship (for safety), but also tak-
ing the actual steps necessary 
to educate themselves,” Parks 
said.
One of the elements of the 
new safety curriculum is a tex-
ting service called Star Alert, 
but Parks feels confident with 
the school’s choice two years 
ago to initiate the program 
E2 Campus, which provides 
awareness to the campus 
through text messages. 
Parks said E2 Campus has 
shown success, and he also 
hopes the curriculum will 
prove as successful for emer-
gency awareness and train-
ing. 
“The success of the program 
will depend upon whether the 
students, faculty and staff see 
value in this,” he said. “It has 
to be a quality program, and 
it has to present in a way that 
shows importance.”
Parks plans to initiate the 
curriculum after spring break 
depending on circumstances. 
It will be voluntary, but Parks 
thinks it will be worth peo-
ple’s time.
“I encourage students 
once this becomes available 
to take the opportunity to be 
involved,” Parks said, “and 
also improve their individual 
safety and to build a safer 
campus.”
But the inability to rely on 
the bus has made Geiszler 
stop riding the bus, even 
though route five is back on 
its regular route, for now at 
least. 
MAT can tell how many 
MSUM students and faculty 
ride the buses because the 
Dragon ID cards are also 
their bus passes. Each swipe 
of the card is logged, and 
thus MAT knows how many 
MSUM students are riding 
the bus. However, MAT has 
no way of logging where 
they get on and off, only 
that they are riding, said 
Goodman. 
To reach the analysis, go 
to matbus.com. 




nitschke can be reached
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
Chilly cheer surrounds campus
Jesse TrelsTad / The advocaTe
These inspirational snowbanks are found all over campus. another one reads, “have a nice day.”olds can be reached
at oldsam@mnstate.edu
